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The Devon Karst Research Society.

THE CATTEDOWN BONE CAVES,

Cattedown, Plymouth, Devonshire, UK.

Section 10.  CATALOGUE

of the Fossil Bones relating to the discoveries of the T J Collings 

Excavation of February 1964, in the Cattedown Reindeer Rift Bone Cave.
This Page lists the known finds of fossil bones of the Collings Excavation of 15th February 1964 in the Reindeer Rift at Cattedown, together with their Accession Codes. 

The Collection is presently curated by the Devon Karst Research Society and is available for viewing by prior appointment. Some of the collected material has been retained by Collings, whose present whereabouts are unknown to us. 

Where there is any value in doing so, we have included digital images to enhance the web-browser's perception, not only of the discovery site itself but of the context and nature of the finds. 

The Accession Numbers and Description Text given below are reproduced from an original by Collings, who under-took the identifications himself. We have added further comments about whether the present whereabouts of each bone is known, ie. whether curated by the Society ( = ( ) or not and a better identification if possible. 

Dr. Antony Sutcliffe remarks in a written note dated 1974, that :- 

"Collings seems to have found the front half of the skeleton of which [Lewarne later] found the back."
A video sequence of a contemporary BBC Television "Spotlight South West" broadcast on the discoveries, to be found elsewhere in the CATTEDOWN BONE CAVES webpages via another Link, will also add to the experience. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1.  [Accession Numbers and Descriptions from Collings' typescript catalogue.]
CATTEDOWN BONE RIFT.  Breccia - Concrete Layer.
Each bone Accession No. annotated with the prefix C. B/C.  15.02.64.

Accession
Curated by
Colling's Description


number.
the Society. 
of Bone Find. 
Additional Description.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.

Vertebra of the neck.


2.

Vertebra of the neck.


3.

Vertebra of the neck.


4.
(
Vertebra of the neck.
Thoracic Vertebra.


5.
(
Vertebra of the neck.
7th Cervical Vertebra.


6.

Vertebra of the neck.


7.

Vertebra of the neck.


8.
(
Vertebra of the neck.
2nd Thoracic Vertebra.


9.
(
Vertebra of the neck.
5th Thoracic Vertebra.


10.
(
Vertebra of the neck.
4th Thoracic Vertebra.


11.
(
(no description given)


12.
(
"nuckle"  
Metacarpal.


13.

Rib Fragment.


14.
(
Rib Fragment.


15.
(
Rib Fragment.


16.
(
Rib Fragment.


17.

Phlange.


18.

Phlange.


19.

Phlange.

1.  [Accession Numbers and Descriptions from Collings' typescript catalogue.]
CATTEDOWN BONE RIFT.  Breccia - Concrete Layer.
Each bone Accession No. annotated with the prefix C. B/C.  15.02.64.

Accession
Curated by
Colling's Description



number.
the Society. 
of Bone Find. 
Additional Description.


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20.
(
Phlange.


21.

Phlange.


22.

Phlange.


23.

Phlange.


24.

Phlange.


25.

Phlange.


26.

Phlange.


27.

Tooth.


28.

Tooth.


29.

Tooth.


30.

Tooth.


31.

Tooth.


32.

Tooth.


33.

Tooth.


34.

Tooth.


35.
(
Antler fragment.


36.
(
Antler fragment.


37.
(
Antler fragment.


38.
(
Antler fragment.


39.
(
Antler fragment.


40.
(
Antler fragment.


41.
(
Upper Jaw, left, 2 teeth, (fragment).
[actually a Cranium fragment].


42.

Lower Jaw, right, 5 teeth, (fragment).


43.

Lower Jaw, left, 1 tooth, (fragment).


44.
(
Lower Jaw, right, no teeth, (fragment).
[actually an Antler fragment].


45.

Upper Jaw, right, 4 teeth, (fragment).


46.

Jaw, 1 tooth, (fragment).


47.
(
Condyle.


48.

Condyle.


49.

Antler fragment.


50.
(
Antler fragment.


51.
(
Antler fragment.
[unsure identification].


52.

Antler fragment.


53.

Shoulder Blade fragment.
Scapula fragments.


54.
(
Shoulder Blade fragment.



55.

Radius.


56.

Humerus Shaft.



57.
(
Radius Shaft.
[unsure identification].


58.
(
end of Radius.
[unsure identification].


59.

Cannon Bone.


60.

Cannon Bone.


61.
(
Upper Jaw, no teeth, (fragments).
Skull fragment, left side.


62.
(
Upper Jaw, no teeth, (fragments).
Skull fragment, right side.

63.
(
Antler fragment.


63A.
(
Antler fragment.


64.

Antler fragment.


65.
(
Antler fragment.


66.
(
Antler fragment.
[unsure identification].


67.

Antler fragment.


68.
(
Antler fragment.


69.
(
Antler fragment.


70.
(
Antler fragment.


71.
(
Antler fragment.


72.

Antler fragment.


73.
(
Antler fragment.


74.
(
(no description given).
[actually a fragment of Skull].


75.
(
(no description given).
[Rib fragment].


76.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


77.

Skull fragment.
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CATTEDOWN BONE RIFT.  Breccia - Concrete Layer.
Each bone Accession No. annotated with the prefix C. B/C.  15.02.64.
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the Society. 
of Bone Find. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________


78.
(
Antler fragment.
[unsure identification].


79.

(no description given).


80.

(no description given).


81.
(
Rib fragment.


82.
(
Skull fragment.


83.
(
Rib fragment.


84.
(
Rib fragment.
[actually an Antler fragment].


85.

(no description given).


86.

Skull fragment.

87.
(
Skull fragment.


88.
(
Skull fragment.


89.

Skull fragment.


90.
(
Skull fragment.


91.

(no description given).


92.

(no description given).


93.

(no description given).


94.
(
Rib fragment.


95.
(
Rib fragment.


96.

(no description given).


97.
(
Upper Jaw fragment.
Skull fragment.


98.

Skull fragment.


99.

Skull fragment.


100.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


101.

(no description given).


103.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


102.
(
Rib fragment.


104.

Hoof.


105.

(no description given).


106.

(no description given).


107.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


108.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


109.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


110.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


111.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


112.
(
Shoulder Blade fragment.
[unsure identification]. 


113.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


114.
(
(no description given).
[unsure of identification].


[end of Colling's List].

115.
(
(not listed on catalogue)
Rib fragment.


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

General Notes & Other Remarks :

1.  The remains were identified by the British Museum (Natural History) Palaeontology Department, as being those of an 


Arctic Reindeer (Rangifer tarandus). The rear half of the skeleton of the same animal was later found during the Lewarne 


Excavations and subsequently Carbon Dated.




2.  The bones curated in this Collection by the Society are presented in an articulated display in the Society's Library & 



Archives premises. See additional notes on conservation and reconstruction / articulation combinations below.



3.  Noticeably absent are many of the bones illustrated in the contemporary photographs.

________________________________________________________________________________________


CONSERVATION NOTES :


The surviving fossil bones from the Collings Excavation have been coated with PVC in order to prevent further deterioration 


in their condition.


NOTES ON ACCESSION No. COMBINATIONS FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF INDIVIDUAL ANATOMICAL PARTS :


The following Accession Numbers have been combined to reconstruct individual anatomical components :-


ANTLER ASSEMBLY
ANTLER ASSEMBLY
ANTLER ASSEMBLY
ANTLER ASSEMBLY


C. B/C.  37, 38, 63, 64.
C. B/C.  40, 69, 84. 
C. B/C.  50, 70, 71, 73.
C. B/C.  65, 68.


C. B/C.  37, 38,


ANTLER ASSEMBLY
RIB BONE

C. B/C.  35, 39, 44.
C. B/C.  94, 95.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

END of document but more to follow in due course. 

The Devon Karst Research Society.  Text Revised 09 June 2003.
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